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ABOUT NNELL 

The mission of NNELL 

is to foster a network that 

empowers educators to advocate 

for and support early language 

teaching and learning.

Vision:  Every child deserves the opportunity to learn another language.



Since 1986 
educators have 
been supporting 
early language 
learning through 

NNELL



NNELL’s  
CORE 

BELIEFS ARE 
BELIEFS

BASED ON 
RESEARCH

• HIGH QUALITY

• ONGOING

• SYSTEMATIC 

ALL ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL 

STUDENTS 
SHOULD HAVE 

ACCESS TO 
WORLD 

LANGUAGE 
INSTRUCTION

THAT IS 



RESEARCH INFORMS 
NNELL’S 

MISSION / VISION

RESEARCH INDICATES THAT:

• The period of early childhood is considered an 

optimal time to begin learning a second language, 

as the methods and materials used in early childhood 

classes are multi-modal and may facilitate second 

language acquisition and learning.

• Children in effective early second language programs 

show overall gains on standardized tests of basic 

skills, and derive additional cognitive, social, and 

affective benefits.

• The integration of content and language learning 

and the development of positive attitudes towards 

people who speak other languages occur more easily 

when long, articulated sequences of second language 

instruction begin in early childhood and become an 

integral part of school learning.

• Early second language learning may result in improved 

phonological and phonemic awareness, two 

building blocks of literacy in one’s native language.



THE NNELL WEBSITE PROVIDES 
DOCUMENTS AND INFORMATION FOR 

TEACHERS, PARENTS, AND 
COMMUNITY MEMBERS TO USE FOR 

LOCAL ADVOCACY

NNELL MEMBERSHIP PUTS YOU IN 
CONTACT WITH OTHER EDUCATORS 

AND ADVOCATES OF EARLY LANGUAGE 
LEARNING 

NNELL PROVIDES 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
COLLABORATION.

NNELL PROVIDES 
ADVOCACY SUPPORT 
AND INFORMATION FOR 
IMPLEMENTING AND 
SUSTAINING EARLY 
LANGUAGE PROGRAMS. 

https://nnell.org/

COLLABORATE and ADVOCATE



NNELL Executive Board



COLLABORATE — REGIONALLY



COLLABORATE — Regionally/Locally

Northern California 
State Rep: Jackie Skelton
jskelton@mmboa.org or
joejackieskelton@gmail.com

Do you know someone interested in serving as a state representative for NNELL in 

Hawaii , Nevada, or Oklahoma?   Contact:  NNELL Pacific Southwest Regional Representative

Teresa Kennedy tkennedy@uttyler.edu

Colorado State Rep:  
Andrea Boyd
andrea.soyceleste@
gmail.com

Southern California 
State Rep: Betsy Bascom
bbasom@village-school.org

Texas State Rep:  
Carolina Gomez
cgomezkramer@gmail.com

Utah State Rep:  
Raúl Martín
Raul.Martinamezaga@
canyonsdistrict.org

Pacific Southwest Region: Arizona, California, Colorado, Hawaii, Nevada, New Mexico, Oklahoma, Texas & Utah.

Arizona State Rep: 
Maria Cristina Ladas
cladas@ccusd93.net

New Mexico State Rep: 
Emily Brindle
brindle@cottonwoodvalley.org

mailto:jskelton@mmboa.org
mailto:joejackieskelton@gmail.com
mailto:andrea.soyceleste@gmail.com
mailto:bbasom@village-school.org
mailto:cgomezkramer@gmail.com
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mailto:cladas@ccusd93.net
mailto:brindle@cottonwoodvalley.org


NNELL COMMITTEES



NNELL - Networking

Oklahoma 

Foreign 

Language 

Teachers 

Association 

Annual 

Meeting, 

Tulsa, OK 

2019  

NNELL 

Summer 

Institute 

Chicago, IL 

2019 Colorado Congress of Foreign 

Language Teachers Annual 

Meeting, Aurora, Colorado - 2019

Southwest Conference on Language Teaching (SWCOLT) 

and Texas Foreign Language Association (TFLA), Fort 

Worth, TX 2019



ADVOCATE  — LOCALLY

https://nnell.org/

Resources and materials 

available on the 

NNELL website.



ADVOCATE  — LOCALLY

NNELL AWARD FOR OUTSTANDING SUPPORT 
OF EARLY LANGUAGE LEARNING



NNELL supports and advises increased parental involvement. 

COLLABORATE — LOCALLY



Attend the annual NNELL Networking Breakfast at ACTFL! 
Networking – Raffle Prizes – Inspiring Speakers

COLLABORATE — EDUCATE and LEARN



COLLABORATE — EDUCATE and LEARN

NNELL ANNUAL SUMMER INSTITUTE
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT CONFERENCE 

FOR NNELL MEMBERS BY NNELL MEMBERS 



The NNELL CAFÉ provides professional development content for 
members to lead local PD activities.  

COLLABORATE — EDUCATE and LEARN



COLLABORATE — EDUCATE and LEARN



COLLABORATE — EDUCATE and LEARN



Opportunities to showcase your program and share your ideas by publishing in Learning Languages!  

COLLABORATE — EDUCATE and LEARN



COLLABORATE — EDUCATE and LEARN

Opportunities to showcase your program and share your ideas by writing for the e-NNELL Newsletter!  



NNELL PARENT MEMBERS have access to resources 
to help support language acquisition and advocate 

for early language programs. 

COLLABORATE — EDUCATE and LEARN



Join online:

https://nnell.org/

https://nnell.org/
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